To the Editor:
 
Breaking Our Backs
 
Did you know that Chicago is a SANCTUARY city?--meaning nothing is done to catch and deport any illegal immigrants. The cost of educating illegal children, teaching English as a second language, plus the huge amount of money spent on health care for the illegal population is an incredible burden placed on the taxpayers of all the 50 states. Prime example is Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas, TX. The most current information available is verified: stats-www.snopes.com/politics/immigration/Parkland.asp on Parkland is that it is home to the second busiest maternity ward in the country with 16,000 babies each year. That's almost 44 babies per day/everyday. 70% of women giving birth the first 3 mos. of 2006 were illegal. That's 11,200 anchor babies born every year just in Dallas.  The hospital spent $70.7 million delivering 15,938 babies in 2004, but managed to end up with almost $5.3million in SURPLUS funding. Medicaid kicked in $34.5million, Dallas County taxpayers kicked in $31.3million and the Feds tossed in another $9.5million of taxpayer money. By law, pregnant women cannot be denied medical care based on their immigration status or ability to pay. An illegal immigrant only needs to claim to be poor and a hospital must take them.
 
You really don't think Parkland is the only hospital with this kind of problem! The illegal population is breaking all our backs and this is only one reason why we're broke. CLOSE THE BORDERS!!!!!
 
We need to support Arizona in combating the immigration problem.

 
Mariellen Mader
 
 

